Wines on the Cheap

Strategies for buying good wines at low prices
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· Be frank about the price you want the wine to be.

· “Red Tag” sale wines
Reflect advantageous buy-in from supplier for real savings.

Crane Lake 2 for $10, Ferrari-Carrano Fume Blanc $14.99, Meridian Chardonnay $8.99

· Closeout: caveat emptor

Possible reasons: damaged label, last few bottles, old vintage, poor seller.

· Quantity discounts

Murray’s offers a discount of 10% on 6 bottles, 15% on 12+ bottles.

· Merchant/customer relationship

We are in the return-customer business.

· Obscure wines may be the best bargains

They’re harder to sell, so when we buy them it’s because we love them.

Fitou, Southern France $9.99, Primitivo, Italy $7.99, Tannat, Uruguay $14.99, Campo de Borja, Spain $8.99

· Wine values by region:

Expensive by nature, never good when cheap:  Grand Cru Burgundy, Classified Bordeaux, Chateauneuf-du-Pape, Barolo, real Champagne, Amarone

Should range between $30 and $100

Sometimes good when cheap: Regional Burgundy, Cru Bourgeois Bordeaux, Rhone, Chianti, Napa, Sonoma

Michael Pozzan Knight’s Valley Cabernet $14.99, Kenwood Sonoma Chardonnay $12.99, Gabbiano Chianti $8.99, Ch Peynaud $11.99

Usually good when cheap:  Chile: Sauvignon Blanc, Cabernet; Argentina: Chardonnay, Malbec; France: Regional wines (Pays d’Oc, Vin de Pays); Italy: Regional wines, Montepulciano d’Abruzzo

Frontera Cab/Merlot 2 for $10, Veramonte Sauvignon Blanc $11.99, Alamos Malbec $10.99, Ch du Pin $9.99

